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TOPIC:CROPPRODUCTIONANDMANAGEMENT INTRODUCTION: 

Foodisoneofthebasicnecessitiesoflifeforalllivingorganisms.Foodprovidesenergyforcarryingout 

allbodyfunctionssuchasdigestion,respirationandexcretion.Amongalllivingorganisms,onlygreen 

plantsmaketheirownfood.Animalsandhumanbeingsdependonplantsandotheranimalsfortheir 

food.Inordertoprovidefoodforalargepopulation,propermanagementanddistributionoffoodis necessary. 

Morethan10,000yearsago,peopleusedtohuntforfoodandlookforshelter.Finallytheylearnt 

cultivationofland.Thismarkedthenewerainthehistoryofhumans-fromfood-gathererstheyturned intofoodproducers. 

AGRICULTURE: 

AgricultureisanappliedSciencethatdealswiththemassproductionofcropplantsandanimalsuseful 

tohumanbeings.TofulfillthefoodrequirementofsuchalargepopulationlikethatofIndia,increased 

production,propermanagementanddistributionoffoodisnecessary. 

CROPSANDCROPPINGPATTERNS: 

Plantsofthesamekindgrownatoneplaceonalargescalearecalledacrop.Forexample,cropof 

wheatmeansthatalltheplantsgrowninthefieldareofwheat.Theproductofcultivatedplantiscalled cropproduce. 

SomecropplantsgrowninIndia: 

S.No. Typeofcrop CropProduce 

1 Cereals Wheat,Rice,maize,bajra,barley 

2 Pulses Gram,pea,bean,moong 

3 Vegetables Cabbage,Cauliflower,brinjal 

4 Fruits Mango,apple,pear,guava 

5 Spices Cardomom,blackpepper 

5 FibreCrop Cotton,jute,hemp 

7 PlantationCrop Tea,coffee,rubber,coconut 

8 Sugarcrops Sugarcane,sugarbeet 

9 OilCrops Groundnut,Mustard,Castor 

10 MedicinalCrops Tulsi,Asparagus,neem 

11 Timber TeakSheeshamPine 

HORTICULTURE: 

(Hortus–garden,culture-cultivation)isabranchofagriculturethatdealswiththeproductionof 

vegetables,fruitsandornamental(decorative)plants.Itissimilartoagriculturebutisusuallycarriedon 

asmallscale.SomeimportanthorticulturalcropsofIndiaarePotato,Tomato,Cabbage(vegetables), 

apple,guava,pear(fruits)rose,jasmine,croton(ornamentalplants). 

 



Thefact that horticulturecropsaregrownin10%ofIndia’sgrosscroppedareasignalsthesuccessofsmalland 

marginalfarmersingrowingmorefruitsandvegetables,drivenbyhigherdemand. 

TYPESOFCROPS 

DidyouknowIndiaisthelargestproducerofbananasandmangoesintheworld?Itisalsothesecond 

largestproducerofwheatandrice. Agriculturehasalwaysbeenthebackboneofourcountry’seconomy. Andeversincethe 

GreenRevolution,wehavestartedcultivatingvariedtypesofcrops.Letuseducate 

ourselvesaboutthemostimportantcropsgrowninIndia. 

TWOBROADCROPPINGPATTERNSININDIA: 

i)KHARIFCROP 
ii)RABICROPS 

(I)KHARIFCROPS:Theword“Kharif”isArabicforautumnsincetheseasoncoincideswiththebeginning 

ofautumnorwinter.Kharifcropsalsoareknownasmonsooncrops.Thesearethecropsthatarecultivatedinthemonsoonseason.The

KharifseasondiffersineverystateofthecountrybutisgenerallyfromJuneto 

September.ThesecropsareusuallysownatthebeginningofthemonsoonseasonaroundJuneandharvestedby 
SeptemberorOctober.Rice,maize,bajra,ragi,soybean,groundnut,cottonareallKhariftypescrops.  

 

RICE MAIZE 

(I)RABICROPS:TheArabictranslationoftheword“Rabi”isspring.Thesecrops’harvestinghappensin 

thespringtimehencethe name.TheRabiseasonusuallystartsinNovemberandlastsuptoMarchorApril. 

RabicropsaremainlycultivatedusingirrigationsincemonsoonsarealreadyoverbyNovember.Infact, 

unseasonalshowersinNovemberorDecembercanruinthecrops.Theseedsaresownatthebeginningof 

autumn,whichresultsinaspringharvest.Wheat,barley,mustardandgreenpeasaresomeofthemajor 

rabitypesofcropsthatgrowinIndia. 
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SOLVEDEXERCISE 

Q1.Plantsofthesamekindgrownatoneplaceonalargescalearecalledacrop. 

Q2.Kharifcropsalsoareknownasmonsooncrops. 

Q3.Whichamongthefollowingisrabicrop? 

 (a)Wheat (b)Gram 

 (c)Mustard (d)Allofthese 

Ans.Allofthese 

Q4.WritedownthedifferencebetweenRabiandKharifcrop. 

Ans.ThedifferencebetweenRabiandKharifcropareasfollows: 

KharifCrops RabiCrops 

Theyaremonsooncrops Theyarenon-monsooncrops 

Thesearegrowninwetandhotconditions 
Requirecoldandrelativelydryconditionsto grow 

SowingofseedsbeginsintherainyseasonaroundJu

ly 

HereseedsaresownatthebeginningofautumninNovemberorDecem

ber 

HarvestingisdoneinSeptember–October HarvestinghappensinJune–July 

Examples:Rice,Maize,Bajraetc Examples:Wheat,Mustard,Peasetc 

Q5.WriteasmallnoteonHorticulture. 

Ans.Horticulture:(Hortus–garden,culture-cultivation)isabranchofagriculturethatdealswith 

theproductionofvegetables,fruitsandornamental(decorative)plants.Itissimilartoagriculturebutis 

usuallycarriedonasmallscale.SomeimportanthorticulturalcropsofIndiaarePotato,Tomato, 

Cabbage(vegetables),apple,guava,pear(fruits)rose,jasmine,croton(ornamentalplants). 

Q6.GiveanytwoexamplesofPulses,Cereals,PlantationcropandMedicinalplants Ans. 

S.No. Typeofcrop CropProduce 

1 Cereals Wheat,Rice, 

2 Pulses Gram,pea 

3 PlantationCrop Tea,coffee 

4 MedicinalCrops Tulsi,Asparagus 

Q7.Lookatthefollowingpictureandidentifytheproductobtainedfromit? 

 

Ans.Thispicturedepictshorticultureoftomato. 

Q8.Whyisfoodoneofthebasicnecessitiesoflife? 

Ans:Foodisoneofthebasicnecessitiesoflifeforalllivingorganisms.Foodprovidesenergyfor 

carryingoutallbodyfunctionssuchasdigestion,respirationandexcretion. 

Q9.WhatismeantbythetermAgriculture? 

Ans:AgricultureisanappliedSciencethatdealswiththemassproductionofcropplantsandanimals usefultohumanbeings 



Q10.WhatisnecessarytofulfillthefoodrequirementofeverincreasingpopulationofIndia? 

Ans:TofulfillthefoodrequirementofsuchalargepopulationlikethatofIndia,increasedproduction, 

propermanagementanddistributionoffoodisnecessary. 

PRACTICEEXERCISE 

Q1.Rabicropsareharvestedinthe_______________. 

Q2.AnappliedSciencethatdealswiththemassproductionofcropplantsandanimalsusefultohuman 

beingsiscalled_______________. 

Q3.Abranchofagriculturethatdealswiththeproductionofvegetables,fruitsandornamental 

(decorative)plantsisknownas__________________. 

Q4.Whichamongthefollowingisakharifcrop?  

(a)Pea (b)cotton 

(c)Wheat 

Q5.Whichoneofthefollowingisaspice? 

(d)Mustard 

(a)Potato (b)Bean 

 (c)Mango (d)BlackPepper 

Q6.Givetwoexamplesofspices,sugarcropandtimbre. 

Q7.WriteasmallnoteonKharifcrop. 

Q8.Howdidlearningcultivationhelphumanbeings? 

Q9.WhatdoyoumeanbyRabicrop? 

Q10.Whatisdepictedinthepicturegivenbelow?Whichcategoryofcropdoesthisbelongto? 

 



 


